Writing Mini-Lessons
Creating a Writing Handbook
1. Write your name on the front cover of your notebook and write: “Writing Handbook” on the subject line.

2. On the top of the first page write:  Table of Contents
3. Skip three pages

4. On the bottom right-hand corner of the fourth page, write the number 1.

5. Continue to number the first ten pages to take notes.

· These books stay in the classroom.  The only time that you write in them is during mini-lesson time.

· You will bring the notebook when I am conferencing with you about your writing

Creating a List of Topics p.1
** Try to write about things that really matter to you or things that you have actually done.

**Narrow the focus of your topics (the topic “friends” is too broad to write a detailed story, however “Camping with my friends this summer” could be a very good topic.

My Writing Ideas

General Idea
Specific Topic

Ex: My dogs
the birth of our puppies

My trip to B.C.


Some other writing ideas:

Trips
Trip to Alberta


Disney World


Trip to Camp Assiniboia


Trip to Minot

Parents
Parents’ rules


Part of the family / family background

Pets
A description of my dog


Biography of the dog


Getting the family cat / dog


“A Day in the Life of 


_____” from the pet’s 


perspective

Special places


Concerts

Dreams

Special People

Living in town / out of town

Draw-Label-Caption (p. 3)
(Prewriting Strategy)

Reason:  Just like when you are trying to take a picture of something, you want to keep the main topic in focus. For example, if you try to take the picture from too far back, you get too many distracting details in the picture.  Also, if you start to move the camera as you take the picture, the picture starts to get blurry.  

This strategy helps us to stay focused. 

Tips: 

· This is a rough sketch, not a finished illustration.

· Label everything that you can think of.

· In your caption, write down anything you think is important.

· Each thing you identify in the picture is a detail you can use when you start to write.

Revising
Revising means:

· Make changes

· Make it better

· Clarify

In class we talked about how we could make the beginning of our stories more interesting or “catchy”.  Some suggestions were:

· Use repetition (ex:  “So many clues…. and yet I was so clueless….”)

· Use exaggeration

· Use dialogue

· Pose a question

· Use descriptive adjectives

“Show me, don’t just tell me”
Writers need to give readers the specifics by not only adding details, but by knowing which details to add and how to include them.

Ex: 

	Telling Statements
	Showing Statements

	The Internet is amazing.
	Would you like to talk to your friend on the other side of the world, and pay nothing?  Would you like to see the Sphinx in Egypt, the Taj Mahal in India, and the Eiffel Tower in Paris?  Now, you can do all these things and more right from your home computer.  The Internet has made all this and much more possible. 

	Frogs are interesting.
	

	My friends are nice.
	

	Energy is important.
	

	The roller coaster was scary.
	

	
	

	
	


Found Poems

We take some text and we choose descriptive words and passages to create a new poem.  
Highlight or underline details, words and phrases that you find particularly powerful, moving, or interesting. 

Assessment:

· Focus on: Remembrance Day
· Use of Details

· Logical Progression or Sequence

· Clear, Consistent Tone

“The Author’s Chair” – 
At the end of every writer’s workshop, we will have a sharing period called “The Author’s Chair”.
· Each student is assigned a day.  (five students per day)

· On your day, you sit in our Author’s Chair and read something you have written since your last sharing turn.  

· The writing could be a work in progress, something you have finished, or something you have published and want to share.

Beginning Capitalization and Ending Punctuation

· Make sure that the beginning of every sentence has a capital and the end of every sentence has the appropriate end punctuation.
· Try to vary the types of sentences that you have

· Exclamatory sentences require an exclamation mark (It was fantastic!)
· Questions require a question mark.  (Did he really mean that?)
· Statements require a period.  (There was no doubt that he meant it.)
· A complete sentence expresses a complete thought.
· Complete thought:  You are right!

· Incomplete thought:  Although you think that you are right. (not a complete sentence)
Spelling – 
· Use Word Wall words – spell those correctly!

· Look at bulletin boards and words in the room.
· Look in your subject notes.

· Stretch out the word and write the letters that represent the sounds that you hear.

· When you are not sure of the spelling, circle the word and write sp above each circled word.

Practice:  Write a summary of a book that you are reading and use the above strategies for spelling as you write the piece.


Editing:  Make sure all sentences make sense and stay on topic!
Read your writing out loud and to others.  Our brains tend to insert words and phrases that are not on the page when we reread our writing to ourselves.  It is critical that the sentences make sense to the reader and that they stay on topic.
Writing an Essay – p.5  
All essays have three main parts:

1.  an introduction

2.  a body

3.  a conclusion

The introduction is used to grab the reader’s interest and to preview the rest of the essay for the reader.  Some methods of grabbing the reader’s interest are:  asking a question, stating a statistic, creating a situation or a problem related to the topic.

The body contains one or several paragraphs that provide supporting details for your topic.  There should be transitions within and between paragraphs to help the reader to move from one idea to the next.  

The conclusion is the final paragraph of the essay where you sum up the main points of your essay.  You should also try to give the reader a final thought to take away from the essay.  (This could also be the conclusion of the scenario, an answer to the question, or a comment on the statistic (and perhaps a solution to that problem) that you stated in the introduction.  You could also write a thought-provoking question. (Wouldn’t it be great to always leave the reader with something to think about?)
Different Genres (Forms) of Writing –p.6
Depending on the purpose for your writing, you will choose a genre that would be the most appropriate for your topic.

Different Genres of Writing:

· Letter

· Email

· Recipe

· Short story

· Novel

· Essay

· Poem

· Rhyme

· Play

· Song

· Speech

· Website (blog / wiki)

· Portfolio

· News report

· Shopping list

· List

· Comic strip

· Instructions

· Cards – invitation / birthday / sympathy etc.

· Crossword

· i.o.u.

· calendar

· organizer / day planner

· reminder “sticky notes”

· writing on a birthday cake

· notes

· carving / engraving

· map

· workbook

· graffiti

· word wall

· slogan

· title

· advertisement

· apology note

· tall tale

· memoir

· announcement

· autobiography

· biography

· weather forecast

· joke

· fable

· fairy tale

· editorial

· letter to the editor

· comparison

Grammar – Descriptive Words – “Showing details” are very important for making writing interesting and entertaining.  They can also help you to be more persuasive.  By “painting a picture” for your audience, you are able to be more convincing than if you simply tell them what you want.

Ex:  You REALLY want your parents to take you to Disney World for Spring Break next year.  You could tell them:  “Mom and dad, I REALLY want to go to Disney World for Spring Break next year!”  > They will probably respond – “Forget it!  It is too far away, it costs too much, and it will be way too crowded!”

Now, try painting a picture to help persuade them.

“Mom and dad, do you remember how cold it was last Spring Break?  The wind was howling, we had to bundle up as if we were going on an Arctic expedition.
Vocabulary – Using Strong Verbs –
“The boy went up the hill.”
“went” is a pretty boring verb… it does little to create an image in your mind.  Use these stronger verbs to create a better picture in your mind:

trudged

sneaked

frolicked

rambled
limped

dashed

lumbered

raced

loped

scooted

ambled

zoomed
darted

tripped

tore

skipped
bolted

sauntered

swaggered
zigzagged

slithered
sprinted

sprang

galloped

flew

bounced

darted

trotted

scampered

scurried

ran

hopped

jogged

jumped

screamed

chugged

rumbled

puttered

thumped

stomped

staggered

struggled

stumbled

scrambled

waddled

wobbled

tripped

hobbled

dragged himself

trod

danced

strutted

  ventured

rolled

escaped

Common Errors in Written Language
1) repeated words

2) punctuation errors:

i) missing apostrophes (to show possession / to combine words – ex: it is = it’s) 
ii) comma errors 
(1) Separate the day and the year, with a comma January 28, 2008)
(2) Separate prepositional phrases (On January 28, 2008, Mrs. Heschuk made an incredible announcement.)
iii) missing quotation marks  (ex:  “I have to leave now, he said. = “I have to leave now,” he said.)
3) spelling mistakes

4) incorrect capitalization (no capital on proper nouns, capital on common nouns)

5) forgetting to indent (to start a new paragraph) with a new speaker or a new scene)

6) close up the word for compound words(ex: with out = without)
7) keep verb tense consistent ( Last year I go  >Last year I went)
8) correct form of the verb for the noun (ex:  the dog go outside = the dogs go outside

9) homonym confusion (ex:  Last knight I herd a noise. = Last night I heard a noise.)
10) run-on sentences (2 complete thoughts that are not punctuated as two separate sentences.  Ex:  Last night I heard a noise I ran quickly from my bedroom to check it out.  = Last night I heard a noise.  I ran quickly from my bedroom to check it out.)

Writing a Speech
A.  Beginning

The beginning of the speech should catch your audience’s attention.

· Use descriptive words

· Use interesting facts

· Ask a question

· Have you ever imagined…

· Have you ever wondered…

· Do you like…

· Don’t you hate it when…

· Tell the speech from another perspective

· From your dog’s point of view

· From your baby brother’s point of view

· From the hockey puck’s point of view

· From the fly’s point of view  (“Have you ever heard of the “fly on the wall”?  Well, that’s me!)

The beginning also sets the tone for the speech.

· Humorous / entertaining

· Informative

B.  Middle

The middle contains the details to support your main idea.

· Use descriptive language

· Use good organization

· Do NOT overuse the word “then”

· Keep all details on topic

C.  End

The end brings together all the ideas that you had in your speech and sums them up.  

· Sum up ideas from the speech

· Repeat the main idea

Writer’s Checklist





I have included my name and the date.


I have used beginning capitals and correct ending punctuation.


I have circled suspect words.








